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AAAAActivism and Ectivism and Ectivism and Ectivism and Ectivism and Educationducationducationducationducation
“The basic purposes of the University are the advancement,
dissemination, and application of knowledge.” 1

✔ FFFFFrrrrreedomeedomeedomeedomeedom of expression is fundamental to education; however,
absolute frabsolute frabsolute frabsolute frabsolute freedomeedomeedomeedomeedom leads to anaranaranaranaranarchychychychychy.

✔ OOOOOrrrrrderderderderder is also fundamental to education; however, absoluteabsoluteabsoluteabsoluteabsolute
orororororderderderderder leads to tyrtyrtyrtyrtyrannyannyannyannyanny.

“Therefore, the University must seek to strike a balance balance balance balance balance between
maximum frmaximum frmaximum frmaximum frmaximum freedomeedomeedomeedomeedom and necessarnecessarnecessarnecessarnecessary ory ory ory ory orderderderderder…” 2
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AAAAActivism Octivism Octivism Octivism Octivism On Cn Cn Cn Cn Campus?ampus?ampus?ampus?ampus?

✔ Protests, rallies, etc., may not disrupt normal University
operations.3 For example, activities may not:

☛ create excessive noise within or in close proximity to campus
buildings.

☛ obstruct the free movement of persons about the campus.

☛ block access to and from University buildings.

☛ enter or remain in another individual's place of residence or
work without permission.4

✔ While in dialogue, we should:

☛ listen to the ideas and beliefs of others.

☛ reflect critically on our own ideas and beliefs.

☛ accept responsibility for our actions and words.

☛ contribute positively to the richness of the intellectual
dialogue.

AAAAAction Sction Sction Sction Sction Stepstepstepstepsteps
✔ Contact Student LifeContact Student LifeContact Student LifeContact Student LifeContact Student Life, to get your activities approved (see back

page for contact information).

✔ Use other valuable resources, such asUse other valuable resources, such asUse other valuable resources, such asUse other valuable resources, such asUse other valuable resources, such as:
☛ The Student Organization Handbook

☛ Your student organization  adviser

✔ Be aware of relevant institutional policiesBe aware of relevant institutional policiesBe aware of relevant institutional policiesBe aware of relevant institutional policiesBe aware of relevant institutional policies:

☛ The Student Disorderly Conduct Policy 5

☛ General Student Regulations 6

☛ Disorderly Assemblages or Conduct 7

✔ Be knowledgeable about the issue(s) at hand.Be knowledgeable about the issue(s) at hand.Be knowledgeable about the issue(s) at hand.Be knowledgeable about the issue(s) at hand.Be knowledgeable about the issue(s) at hand. Critical
judgment is important in the search for truth.

✔ Seek and be open to different perspectivesSeek and be open to different perspectivesSeek and be open to different perspectivesSeek and be open to different perspectivesSeek and be open to different perspectives. All good
teachers must also be learners.

✔ Consider the impact your actionsConsider the impact your actionsConsider the impact your actionsConsider the impact your actionsConsider the impact your actions will have on yourself and
others.

1 Academic Freedom for Students at Michigan State University, Spartan Life; 2003-04
Student Handbook and Resource Guide, p. 44.

2 Ibid.
3 Disorderly Assemblages or Conduct ordinance, Spartan Life; 2003-04 Student Handbook

and Resource Guide, p. 96.
4 General Student Regulation 2.05, Spartan Life; 2003-04 Student Handbook and

Resource Guide, p. 77.
5 Spartan Life; 2003-04 Student Handbook and Resource Guide, p. 120.
6 Spartan Life; 2003-04 Student Handbook and Resource Guide, p. 77.
7 Spartan Life; 2003-04 Student Handbook and Resource Guide, p. 96.
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